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The keep Chimneys A walk on the wall
The keep was the strongest and largest tower in The oldest castles were very Along the top of the castle wall
AS TLE Commander's quarters the castle. It contained the private rooms of the smokey places, as smoke was a path called a wall-walk.
noble family as well as the Great Hall. The centre from fires only escaped It enabled defending soldiers to
" of castle society was the Great Hall. This was through a hole in the roof. move quickly around the castle
undreds of years ago, life in Europe was Tiled roof Castle guards where everyone gathered to eat and to watch Chimneys, which worked to the point of attack. Stone
dangerous and wars were common. So entertainers such as musicians or jugglers. better, were introduced in pillars, or battlements, protected
) X . the 14th century. soldiers on the wall-walk from
powerful people built castles — strong Ribacoibdul enemy arrows.

homes where they could shelter from their
enemies, or launch attacks against them.
Usually a nobleman, or lord, owned the

During a siege, water was precious.
Only the noble family bathed often.

Battlements Cistern

Rainwater from the roofs

Bailiff’s room
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: . 7 ’ i In this room an official called the drained into huge stone tanks
Mﬂ}vbf_fféb-cemu’ﬁfl;?“w‘? " castle. The klng gave the lo_rd land in // / { & bailiff ran the lord’s estates and called cisterns. I%_gead pipes took
had thick outer walls, whic return for soldiers to help fight wars. A counted and stored his treasure.

enclosed a central open area. the water to the kitchen.

Tenants farmed the lord’s land. In Food

: : Solar comfort
return for their labour, they earned enough to live on and oz / = A casilerwasta homeaswellas gf)odden slhutter i
were protected in wartime by the lord and his soldiers. '/ = a fortress, so there were private indow glassiwasindy
5 s i i ~ = rooms for the noble family. The widely used unil the
Society inside the castle walls mirrored the world o == 15th century, making

i

solar was a private drawing room
which may also have been used
as a bedroom. It was usually the
best room in the castle, with
comfortable furnishings and a
large window.

outside. The lord and his officials managed the castle A A s
and the lands around it. Below the officials there A
were priests, important servants, and soldiers. At ; \
the bottom of castle society were the most
humble workers, such as labourers and the
cesspit cleaner shown below.

castles very cold places.

Deadly tubes
Soldiers used
artillery (heavy
guns) from the
middle of the 14th
century. The first
cannons were just
tubes of metal fixed
to stout wooden
frames.

Private worship

The noble family had a chapel
A where they worshipped.
Deadly fire 4 f .
Narrow slits in the castle walls allowed archers to <R | Q
fire freely, while protecting them from incoming il
arrows. The overhang at the top of the walls meant Sl
that the castle defenders could drop stones on i - |e® z
attackers’ heads to stop them climbing the walls. o

Chapel altar

Great Hall

Cheers!

Everyone drank
strong beer with
meals — even the
“small beer” that
children drank was
more alcoholic than

Gatehouse

The only way into the castle was through the gatehouse.
This was the weakest point in the castle wall. Defenders
on the top of the wall fired arrows at attackers who got
too close, or threw boiling water down on them. The

defenders could also lower a huge gate, called a = g bée}‘ ti)s todz(ily, Peer
porteullis, which trapped the attackers. [ oo At \;v:;au;zvtlen[iloh[sg;
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Portcullis | Nie-ces g = = were used in
Getting inside B § \ § = brewing in the 15th
Capturing a castle was difficult. Attackers had to try to | jﬂﬁ 4 e century, beer did
tunnel under the walls, trick the people inside, or lay " o r L) i = not keep well.
siege and starve them out to gain access. Castles were e i 5
an effective defence until about 350 years ago, when [ L b e

Fermenting beer
gunpowder came into wide use and attacking armies

could easily blow holes in the strongest castle wall.

Splash!

The toilets in
castles were called
garderobes. They
were very primitive.
Usually there was
just a hole that led
to the outside wall.
Sewage from some
of the garderobes
went straight into
the moat.

A moat point Drawbridge %
Another defence was a water-filled trench
called a moat, which surrounded the castle.
The moat was a difficult hurdle for attackers,
and also stopped them digging a tunnel
under the walls. The road to the gatehouse
crossed the moat by a hinged drawbridge
which could be raised in seconds.

Forging links
At the forge the
armourer manufac-
tured and repaired
weapons and armour,
and the farrier
(blacksmith) made

Doing time

Prisoners were locked up in an
underground cell, called a dungeon. R
Oubliettes, or secret dungeons, got their

name from the French word, oublier, to
forget. Oubliettes were reserved for the

most hated prisoners. Their captors

Exit from

Y arderobe
locked them in the oubliette — and fitted horseshoes. &
and forgot about them! Clever defence
0 Steps of the staircase Open hearth
. N wr always rose clockwise. This There was no cooker This job’s the pits...
CASTLE PERSONALITIES 3 o gave a defending soldier an in the kitchen. The Other garderobes in
advantage as he retreated cooks roasted meat many parts of the castle
up the stairs: holding his in front of an open emptied into cesspits.
Coritra- sword in his right hand, he fire, and boiled food Salt meat Cleaning them out was
post could swing it freely. But in huge pots. Meat was salted a very smelly job!
On guard the centre-post blocked the to preserve it.
This room was attacker’s sword hand. Food storage

where the gate ‘ To survive a siege, the castle inhabitants Solid foundations

Well, well... needed lots of food. Stores included hundreds The castle walls were thickest at the bottom, where
Castles needed lots of fresh of sacks of grain, which was made into flour they were most at risk from tunnelling by enemy
water, so there was a deep for bread. The coolest part of the castle was miners. Only the shell of the castle wall was made from

well to supply the inhabitants. the cellar, so perishable food was stored there. trimmed stones. Rubble filled the core of the castle wall.

¥ They ate their meal
Cesspit cleaner Priest Noble family Jester Knight = warmed themss

of hot charcoal called & brazier.





