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BC the abbreviation of Before Christ, used to
indicate any time before the birth of Christ
(see also BCE)

BCE the abbreviation of Before the Common
Era, used to indicate any time before the
birth of Christ (see also Bc)
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bias a prejudicial attitude for or against
something
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Bronze Age a period in human history after
the Stone Age characterised by the use of
bronze tools
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Cc

canopic jar ajar used in ancient Egypt
to store body parts removed during the
mummification process
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cause and effect akey concept in history:
the link between what causes an action and
the outcome of that action; an appreciation
of the fact that events that take place (both
short-term and long-term) are linked and
can have impacts on people and places for
many years to come

CE the abbreviation of Common Era, which
refers to any time after the birth of Christ
(see also AD)

century 1a period of one hundred years;
2 a military unit in the army of ancient Rome
made up of between 80 and 100 soldiers

chronological order the order in which
events happened or took place

chronology a record of events in the order
they took place

circa aLatin word meaning ‘around’ or
“approximately’ (abbreviated as ‘c.’)
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city-state an independent settlement
[typical of those in ancient Greece)] made
up of an inner fortified city surrounded by
houses and farmland

civilisation a society with large-scale
urban settlements, defined systems of
government, social organisation, religion
and technologies
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contestability a key concept in history: an
appreciation of the fact that some historians
may challenge or dispute particular
interpretations of historical sources,
historical events or issues put forward by
other historians

continuity and change a key concept in
history: an appreciation of the fact that while
some aspects of a society stay the same
over time (continuity), others will develop
and transform (change)
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culture the customs and traditions that a
community, society or civilisation develops
over time that are passed down from
generation to generation
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decade aperiod of 10 years
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demotic a system of writing based on
the original script of ancient Egypt [i.e.
hieroglyphs) that is more like running
writing, which is faster and easier to write

dendrochronology a method used to
estimate the age of trees by counting the
rings in the cross-section of tree trunks
once they have been cut down
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DNA the abbreviation of deoxyribonucleic
acid; DNA is found in the cells of all known
living organisms; it is the unique genetic
code of each living thing

DNA analysis the examination of DNA used
to explore links between ancient remains in
order to support historical theories

Dreamtime, the the time of creation and
the origin of all things, according to the
beliefs of Indigenous Australians

dynasty a period of rule by members of the
same family who come to power one after
the other (e.g. the Han Dynasty in Chinal;
power is often passed from father to son
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empathetic understanding a key
concept in history: the ability to understand
another person’s point of view, way of
life, or decisions by taking their special
circumstances and values into consideration
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evidence the information or clues gathered
from a historical source; evidence can be
used to support a hypothesis (theory) or
prove it wrong

excavate, to to dig up
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B

fluorine dating a scientific method used
to estimate the age of objects by measuring
the amount of fluorine they contain

forensic pathologist a doctor who

specialises in the study of dead bodies in
order to determine the cause of death




image20.png
G

geneticist a scientist who specialises
in the study of genetics [i.e. a branch of
biology that concentrates of the study of
characteristics passed down through DNA)
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glacial a period of extreme cold during an
ice age
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H

hierarchy (pronounced HIREesarkeee) a
way of organising things (or people] from top
down in order of importance or significance;
ancient societies had strict hierarchies with
aruler at the top and peasants at the bottom

hieroglyphs picture-like symbols used in
the original writing system of the ancient
Egyptians

historical inquiry the process of
examining historical evidence, conducting
research and asking questions about it to
find out about the past
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history a discipline and branch of
knowledge that aims to investigate, record
and explain events that took place in the
past [especially as they relate to human
beings); from the ancient Greek word
historia, meaning ‘investigation’

Homo sapiens the scientific name for
humans; a Latin term meaning ‘knowing
man’

hunter-gatherer amember of an ancient
group of people who survived by hunting
animals and gathering (foraging) plants in
the wild
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hypothesis a considered opinion, theory or
statement, based on research and evidence,
about something that has not been proven
(hypotheses is the plural form)
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Inundation, the the yearly great flooding
of the Nile River in Egypt; an inundation is
a flood
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Inscription markings or writing that is inscribed
or carved into a hard surface
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linguist a person who specialises in the
study of languages
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midden a rubbish heap made up of food
scraps, broken pottery and shells found near
ancient sites; archaeologists use these to
learn more about the people who lived at
these sites

migration the movement of people from
one place to another

millennium a period of 1000 years
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Neolithic Revolution aterm used to
describe the period in human history when
people stopped hunting and gathering for
food, instead choosing to settle and farm
the land; this change resulted in a huge
increase in human populations and many
cultural advances

nomad a person who lives his or her life
moving from place to place rather than
staying in a fixed place; people who are
nomads are said to be nomadic
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“Out of Africa’ theory the most widely-
accepted theory explaining the origin and
early migration patterns of modern humans
(Homo sapiens); based on the idea that
humans evolved in Africa then spread to
other places
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P

palaeontologist a person who specialises
in the study of plant and animal fossils in
order to learn more about the past

papyrus (pronounced pasPIEerus) atype
of paper that the ancient Egyptians made
from the crushed pulp of a riverside plant;
the plant itself is also known as papyrus
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perspectives akey concept in history:
a point of view about an event or issue; a
person’s perspective is often influenced by
their knowledge, culture or beliefs
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prehistory the period of time before
written records

primary source a source that existed or
was made at the time being studied
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R

radiocarbon dating a method used to
estimate the age of something that was once
alive; the amount of radioactive carbon in
the remains of the object is tested and gives




image37.png
relative dating the process of determining
the age of different objects or artefacts
by comparing them with each other (e.g.
stratigraphy is a relative dating method)
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S

secondary source a source created after
the time being studied
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significance akey concept in history: the
importance given to a particular historical
event, person, development or issue
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society a community of people living in a
particular area who have a shared culture,
customs and laws

source any item [e.g. artefact, building,
document) that has been left behind from
the past; historical sources can be divided
into two categories depending on when
they were created (see primary source and
secondary source)
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Stone Age a period in human history before
the Bronze Age characterised by the use of
stone tools

stratigraphy a method used to determine
the approximate (or likely) age of remains
from the past based on the strata (or layers)
of earth or rock in which they were found
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T

thermoluminescence dating
a scientific method used to estimate the age
of objects; it involves heating an object to
help experts measure how much radiation
the object can store
and therefore judge how old it is

time period a block of time in history

timeline avisual representation of time
showing a sequence of related historical
events in chronological order
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GLOSSARY

A

absolute dating the process of
determining the age of an object or artefact
in years based on its physical or chemical
properties (e.g. radiocarbon dating is an
absolute dating method)
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AD the abbreviation of Anno Domini year of
our Lord), used to indicate any time after the
birth of Christ (see also cg)
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anthropologist a person who specialises
in the study of human behaviour and the
physical, social and cultural developments
of humans
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archaeological dig a site known (or
thought) to contain artefacts or items of
interest from the past that is roped off and
dug up by archaeologists

archaeologist a person who uncovers
and interprets sources from the past, such
as the remains of people, buildings and
artefacts; archaeologists often take part in
archaeological digs
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artefact any object that is made or changed
by humans [e.g. a primitive tool, remains of
a building)

artisan a person who is skilled at working
with his or her hands in some specialised
way (e.g. a potter, metal worker)




